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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSIONER

South Australia has appointed its first full-time mental health commissioner since 2019.

Taimi Allan will begin her role as commissioner in October, advising the Health Minister and
assisting the government in responding to issues with the state's mental health services.
Her appointment follows the release of the Unmet Needs Study earlier this year, which
detailed how psychosocial support services in South Australia are underfunded by $125
million, leaving 19,000 people without the assistance they require.

Since January 2020 the SA Mental Health Commission has been led by 3 part-time
commissioners with no clear roles or resources, a model which proved ineffective in
creating positive impact for the mental health and wellbeing of South Australians.

One of Ms Allan's roles will be supporting the implementation of the South Australian
Mental Health Services Plan 202-2025 which was developed by the commission and the
SA Office of the Chief Psychiatrist. Ms Allan is originally from South Australia but has
extensive experience in mental health care in New Zealand including as a member of the
NZ Mental Health and Wellbeing Commission and as mental health advisor to the
Aotearoa Royal Commission on Abuse in State Care.

The South Australian Mental Health Commissioners website is currently offline while it is
updated, but you can follow them on Facebook here.
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